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Down on the Farm 

Animals at Dodge Nature Preschool 

Table of Contents 

- Marty Watson     

 

Connecting Animals and Children 
In Early Childhood 

Marty on the farm at age 3. 

Peeking at piglets at the Dodge farm. 
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Birds Fly Over the Rainbow. Why Can’t I? 

The Wonder of Birds 

Continued on next page 

Bea, age 5 
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Birds, continued 

        -Katie, age 5 

   

Seeing through drawing 
“A pencil is one of the best eyes.”  
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Emotional Connection with Animals at Dodge 

-Miriam, age 5 

- Lily, age 5 
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  December 

 

Snowy day. Hike through piney 

forest with Oak Room. Children find 

many tracks 
criss-crossing the path. 

They learned about tracks 
in the 

fall mud, and now see them clearly 

in the deep snow. 

 
 deer track

s (We know what 

they are! W
e know what 

direction the deer was 

going.) 

 rabbit
 tracks (

2 large ba
ck 

feet, 2 small front feet) 

 squirrel trac
ks are sm

aller 

circling the tree. 

 

What’s this new print? 

Teacher circles
 it in the snow 

 four toes   

 heel pad 

 mixed in with the tracks 
of the rabbit,

 

deer and squirrels  

 

S.B.: “It look
s like a d

og was here.” 

E.N.: “A coyote, 
they live here.” 

 
Which direction are the tracks 

going? 

Who’s follow
ing who?! 

 bunny & squirrel: tow
ard trees 

 deer: com
e and go from

 open areas in
 

the forest 

 coyot
es: next to the other tracks

 on the 

trail 
 

Coyotes ea
t deer, 

rabbit, sq
uirrel! 

Was the coyote 

following them?! 

 
Predator: eat

s 

other animals = 

coyote 

 
Prey: eate

n by 

other animals= 

deer, rabb
its, 

squirrels 

January Groups from Oak and Willow hike together.   

What’s that?! A BONE!  
 no meat or fur on it  
 frozen into the snow Children with sticks dig it out and brush the snow off of it. 

 
A.R.: “Maybe one of the bones fell out before the animal died.” 
C.M.: “That’s not possible.” Teacher: “Maybe one of the bones fell out? So, where do you think the rest of the bones are?” 

A.R.: “Maybe we have to dig for them.” 
Teacher: “She thinks the other bones are still under the snow.” 
C.M.: “Or maybe it (blew away) when it was windy.” Teacher: “She thinks the other bones blew away.” E.K.: “Maybe they ate it and left it there.” 

Teacher: “He thinks someone ate the rest of the animal.” 
 
 

January (continued) 

 

Bring the bone back to 
the classroo

m 

for further observa
tion.  

 

Walking back tow
ards school.  

What’s that?!  

 

C.M.: “I want to flip it over. L
et’s flip 

it over.” 

R.W.: “Ah, that’s a duck.” 

T.E.: “Maybe the bone is from this 

duck.” 
 

No, the bone is too bi
g to be fr

om the 

duck!  
 

Are there more bones??  

 

Teachers know a deer had been hit by a ca
r 

nearby. They suspect coyote
s are feed

ing off of 

it & leaving remains in the woods. One teacher 

noticed A DEER HIDE! They checked it out for 

safety bef
ore inviting the children over. 

Children notice skin, blood & fur.  

Show curiosity, co
ncern, and disgust 

 
Teacher: “What is it ev

eryone? What 

kind of fur is that?”  

 

A DEER!!! 

 

What else cou
ld be nearby?  

We find: 

 deer leg with fur 

 hoof  

 two piles of sca
t: one deer, one 

unknown 

 

Evidence of livin
g deer recently 

coming up to the remains to 

investigate 
them! 

Animal Detectives: Tracking Predators and Their Prey 
Class notes: Following the clues from three winter hikes of discovery 
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C.M.: “I want to flip it over. L
et’s flip 

it over.” 
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T.E.: “Maybe the bone is from this 

duck.” 
 

No, the bone is too bi
g to be fr

om the 

duck!  
 

Are there more bones??  

 

Teachers know a deer had been hit by a ca
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nearby. They suspect coyote
s are feed

ing off of 

it & leaving remains in the woods. One teacher 

noticed A DEER HIDE! They checked it out for 

safety bef
ore inviting the children over. 

Children notice skin, blood & fur.  

Show curiosity, co
ncern, and disgust 

 
Teacher: “What is it ev

eryone? What 

kind of fur is that?”  

 

A DEER!!! 

 

What else cou
ld be nearby?  

We find: 

 deer leg with fur 

 hoof  

 two piles of sca
t: one deer, one 

unknown 

 

Evidence of livin
g deer recently 

coming up to the remains to 

investigate 
them! 

February:  
 Hike through piney forest with Oak Room.  

Rabbit scat in the snow! Next to the scat -
animal tracks  

S.B.: “It’s a bunny rabbits.” Teacher: “How do you know?” S.B.: “Because it has big feet.” 
 

Compare tracks in guide book   It’s a match!  

C.F.: “Let’s follow the tracks.”  
 

Look! Different tracks! They look like a dog’s 
foot with claws and toes in the tracks.  
A coyote had been on the trail too!  
 It matches the coyote print in the guide. 

 

Rabbit and coyote tracks next to one another. 
All going the same direction.  
 

Teacher: “Who do you think came first? The 
rabbit or the coyote?” C.F.: “A coyote was chasing the rabbit!” R.T.: “I think a bunny rabbit came first, and then the coyote came after and ate it there.” Teacher: “One of you can be the bunny, another can be the coyote. Follow your animal’s tracks.”  

Deer tracks criss-cross the rabbit tracks. They all lead to the same area in the piney forest where they first noticed the predator and prey tracks in December and the  deer bone in January!! 

Animal Detectives: Tracking Predators and Their Prey 
Class notes: Following the clues from three winter hikes of discovery 
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Animal Detectives Continued... 
Tracking Children’s Learning after a Discovery 

The Icicle “Bone” 

Engaging with Nature Inside 

 

 

 

 

-Connery, Age 5 

 

 

-Lily, Age 5 
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Puppies, Wolves and Unicorns 
The Role of Animals in Pretend Play 
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Pets in the Classroom 

Jack the Corn Snake 

Rocky & Shelly: 
Box Turtles 

Amphibian Ambassadors 
Australian Tree Frogs Teach Us About Minnesota’s Frogs and Toads 
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Responsibility, Empathy, Community 
Caring for Hilda the Hen 

 

The Spruce Room 
Fish Tank 
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Contact Dodge Nature Center: Marty Watson, Preschool Director     

mwatson@dodgenaturecenter.org  www.dodgenaturecenter.org  (651) 455-4555 

Dodge Nature Center 
365 Marie Ave. West 
West Saint Paul, MN 55118 

Dodge Nature Preschool 
1715 Charlton Street 
West Saint Paul, MN 55118 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interacting with Animals in Your Neighborhood 


