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MISSION
Providing exceptional experiences in 
nature through environmental education. 

VISION
Inspiring commitment to the thoughtful 
care of the environment.

VALUES
Environmental Stewardship
Experiential Education
Teacher Education
Community Inclusiveness
Collaboration

Founder
Olivia I. Dodge
1918-2009

Board President
Ann Schwichtenberg 

Board Members
Dave Adams
Kari Anderson
Kim Austrian
Sara Beckstrand
Amy Bloomquist
Thomas Dodge
Adam Ehrmantraut
Lit Field
Peter Fleming
Peter Garretson

Board of Directors
Jason Howard
Alan Johnston
Jennifer Kellogg
Allan Klein
Peggy Novak
Bill Owens
Sue Powell
Michael Slade
Shehla Tauscher
Trey Titcomb
Brian Van Abel
Ann Winsor
Nicole Winter Tietel
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Dear Friend,

Dodge Nature Center’s past is so important to our 
future. In 2017 we celebrated our 50th Anniversary. In 
1967, Mrs. Oliva Irvine Dodge created Dodge Nature 
Center, not for herself but for the million plus that have 
come in contact with her vision. We marked our 50th 
year with special events and recognition of the legacy 
that Mrs. Dodge created. Thank you for being a part of 
this legacy, you keep Mrs. Dodge’s vision thriving. 

In February of 2017, Dodge Nature Center hosted 
internationally known author and co-founder of the 
Children and Nature Network Richard Louv for a 
speaking event at the Fitzgerald Theater. He has helped 
launch an international movement to connect children 
and their families to nature. After visiting Dodge, he told 
the guests at the event, “Dodge is a national model and 
should be replicated. The work that the people of DNC 
do is sacred work. The contributions that you make to 
Dodge, THAT is sacred work.” This was such a special 
endorsement of all of those involved in Dodge’s mission 
and a great tribute to what we’ve accomplished so far.

Another activity during our 50th anniversary year was 
our annual Earth Day event in April 2017. For our 50th, 
over 100 volunteers gathered to plant 50 trees in honor 
of our 50 years of growth. These trees will benefit future 
Dodge Nature Center participants so they too can learn 
about their surroundings. 

Also during our 50th anniversary year Dodge Nature 
Center renovated the inside of our 1930’s farmhouse, 
turning it into the Olivia Irvine Dodge Library and 
History Center. “One of the goals of the 50th anniversary 
was to bring together the history and have some kind 
of space that would tell our story and tell the story of 
my mother,” says Tom Dodge. “The words ‘library’ and 
‘history center’ are synonymous with Olivia Dodge,” 
says Tom. Dodge Nature Center has additional space 
to learn, inspire, and grow thanks to this special gift 
honoring our founder.  

As we honored our founder and our history over the 
past year, we also looked towards the future, with our 
first programs starting at our newest property, Shepard 
Farm in Cottage Grove. We are poised to bring nature 
education to a new community as we continue to 
develop this property and open to the public. As we 
reflect on the past 50 years and look towards the future, 
you are a part of the Dodge story as much as Olivia 
herself. Thank you!

Jason Sanders
Executive Director
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Environmental Education and Preschool
GRAND NUMBER SERVED - 53,234 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2016 - AUGUST 31, 2017
PUBLIC PROGRAMS

O.W.L.S. 350

Other Public Programs 1,296

Nature Playdate 195

PUBLIC PROGRAMS TOTAL 1,841

 CAMPS  

Fall Camp 62

Spring Camp 136

Summer Camp 654

CAMPS TOTAL 852

 CLASSES  

On-site Classes 26,098

Naturalist at GEMS 15,355

Naturalist at Heritage 5,454

CLASSES TOTAL 46,907

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Halloween 2,000

Frosty Fun Festival - canceled (insufficient snow) 0

An Evening with Author Richard Louv 
(DNC 50th Anniversary Event)

516

Pancake Breakfast 452

Rock the Barn (heavy rain) 315

COMMUNITY EVENTS TOTAL 3,283

PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT
School Year 198

Summer Camp 153

PRESCHOOL TOTAL 351

Thank You Volunteers
Number of Volunteers - 1,622
Number of Volunteer Hours - 12,094

Social Return - $291,949.16

Volunteer Value - $24.14 per hour
U.S. NON-FARM WAGE
(Source: Independent Sector 2016; Minnesota 
Association for Volunteer Administration)
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PUBLIC SUPPORT
 Unrestricted  Temporarily 

Restricted 
 Permanently 

Restricted 
 Total   

Contributions 274,106 429,338 205,750 909,194

In-Kind Contributions 15,138 - - 15,138

Fundraiser Revenue (Net) 136,686 - - 136,686

TOTAL PUBLIC SUPPORT 425,930 429,338 205,750 1,061,018

  
REVENUE 

Visitor Fees and Tuition 438,695 - - 438,695

Preschool Tuition 786,603 - - 786,603

Rental Revenue 61,075 - - 61,075

Interest and Dividends Income 351,491 499,182 38,980 889,653

Miscellaneous 12,773 - - 12,773

TOTAL REVENUE 1,650,637 499,182 38,980 2,188,799

  
NET ASSETS RELEASED 
FROM RESTRICTIONS 

Endowment Release from Restrictions 274,110 (224,019) (50,091) -

Satisfaction of Program Restrictions 875,431 (875,431) - -

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE 3,226,108 (170,930) 194,639 3,249,817

  

PROGRAM SERVICES 
Nature and Environmental Education 2,024,991 - - 2,024,991

TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES 2,024,991 - - 2,024,991

SUPPORTING SERVICES 
Management and General 296,197 - - 296,197

Fund Raising 121,197 - -  121,197

TOTAL SUPPORTING SERVICE 417,394 - - 417,394

TOTAL EXPENSE 2,442,385  -    -   2,442,385

INCREASE IN NET ASSETS 783,723 (170,930) 194,639 807,432

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 

Net Assets, Beginning of Year 7,432,973 2,308,051 9,721,590 19,462,614

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets 783,723 (170,930) 194,639 807,432

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR 8,216,696 2,137,121 9,916,229 20,270,046

Financials Sept. 1, 2016 – Aug. 31, 2017
PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE

EXPENSES
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ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETSCURRENT ASSETS
Cash and Equivalents 54,354

Accounts Receivables 49,146

Other Assets 31,501

Operating Investments 552,507

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 687,508

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT
TOTAL PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT 8,387,180

OTHER ASSETS
Investments 11,505,312

TOTAL OTHER ASSETS 11,505,312

TOTAL ASSETS 20,580,000

CURRENT LIABILITIESCURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable 14,327

Accrued Liabilities 115,236

Deferred Revenues 180,391

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITES 309,954

NET ASSETS
Undesignated 4,161,457

Board-Designated 459,691

Board Designated for Endowments 3,595,548

TOTAL UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS 8,216,696

Temporarily Restricted 2,137,121

Permanently Restricted 9,916,229

    TOTAL NET ASSETS 20,270,046

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 20,580,000

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

LIABILITIES

PUBLIC SUPPORT BY SOURCE

35%

33%

32%
FUNDRAISER 
REVENUE

EARNED REVENUE BY SOURCE

2%

28%

25%
16%

13%

10%

6%

CORPORATIONS & 
FOUNDATIONS

INDIVIDUALS

PRESCHOOL 
TUITION

RELEASE FOR 
CONSTRUCTION

PROGRAM
FEES

INTEREST AND
DIVIDENDS

RELEASE FOR 
ENDOWMENTS

RELEASE FOR 
PROGRAMS RENTAL 

INCOME
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TRAILBLAZER 
$25,000-PLUS
Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen 
Foundation
Patrick and Aimee Butler Family Foundation
Thomas and Kimberly Dodge
Judy and Alan Johnston
The Estate of Thomas G. Mairs
OSilas Foundation
Donald Weesner Charitable Trust

LEADER 
$10,000-$24,999
Stephanie and David Adams
Caroline’s Kids Foundation
Margaret and Chadwick Dayton
Ecolab Foundation
Kerry and Kristen Skelton
Slaggie Family Foundation
Drs. Ann and James Winsor

PARTNER 
$5,000-$9,999
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota
The Boss Foundation
The Driscoll Foundation
Alice Mairs
South Robert Street Business Association

STEWARD 
$2,500-$4,999
Chadwick-Loher Foundation
Creative Integration & Design
The Dellwood Foundation
Peter and Barbara Fleming
Inver Grove Heights Animal Hospital
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Allan W. Klein and Harriet Lansing
Medina Charitable Gift Fund
The Nash Foundation
Tom and Anne Marie Peltier
Mary Ann and Gary Schokmiller
Bill Wassweiler and Ann Schwichtenberg
Mike Tietel and Nicole Winter Tietel

BENEFACTOR 
$1,000-$2,499
The Alces Trust
AllianceBernstein Matching Gift Program
Kari and Scott Anderson
The Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Alice and Charles Berquist
Alexandra O. Bjorklund
William and Virginia Buell
Melissa and J.P. Doffing
Litton and Anne Field
Ronald Goldser and Helen Leslie
Good Done Great

Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
John and Harriette Irvine
Jackson Family Charitable Fund
Jean and Bruce Johnson
Saukwan and Sing Lo
Robert and Helen Mairs
Jerrilyn and Jon Mathisrud
Virginia and John McCain
James and Rosemary McCarty
Minnesota Vikings
Scott and Sue Mortensen
Nicholson Family Foundation
North American Association for Environmental 
Education
John and Marla Ordway
Sheila and Bill Owens
The Rapids Fund
McNeil and Mary Seymour
Myles Shaver and Susan Kimmel
Jon and Lea Theobald
Megan and Trey Titcomb
Alan and Sharon Tuntland
Kathryn and Brian Van Abel
Don and Jan Voight
Archie D. and Bertha H. Walker Foundation
Alice and Fred Wall Family Foundation
The Charles A. Weyerhaeuser Memorial 
Foundation

PATRON 
$500-$999
Phyllis and Hans Abrahamsen
Sara and Clint Beckstrand
Amy and Jeff Bloomquist
Michael and Jane Brodie
Bug Busters
Steve and Beth Bulach
Deb Burgy and Dennis Hendrickson
Peter Campbell
Sheldon Damberg
Peter and Christine Garretson
James and Teddy Gesell
Mary Lou and Thomas Good
Jason and Lyndsay Howard

Melissa and Clifton Hull
John and Ruth Huss
Peter and Beth Jackson
James Johnson and Lucy Jones
Ward and Charlotte Johnson
Bill and Jennifer Kellogg
David and Cara Lardy
Allen and Judy Miller
Wendi and William Moffly
Robert Olafson
Rick and Kathy Orr
Ouellette Foundation, Inc
Julie and Tom Prodahl
Kristin Rasmussen
Paul Reilly
Renewal by Andersen
Thomson Reuters
Richard and Lois Rockney
James and Kristine Rollwagen
David Schmidt and Sara Klasky
Steven and Mary Swanson
Kathryn and Alex Szczepaniak
E. Rodman and Cecie Titcomb
Brad Von Bank
David Weyerhaeuser
Philip and Christy White

SUPPORTER 
$100-$499
3M Foundation
Terri and Mike Abbott
Sally Ehlers and Ann Adams
Allina Health Dollars for Doers
Erik Amundson and Callie Chenault
Karen Anderson
Randall and Kerry Appleton
The Austin Memorial Foundation
Kim Austrian and Howard Simon
Carter and Holly Balfour
Dennis and Jerrice Barrett
William and Paula Bathke

Donor & Sponsor Contributions
Thank you to our donors and sponsors. Your partnership provided 59,000 nature-based experiences this year.



8

John and Bernadette Bellows
Ben and Dana Birk
John and Sally Blumenfeld
Robert and Linda Borovansky
Carol and Aaron Bouw
Mary and Vic Bowman
Sonya Braunschweig
Curt and Bonnie Breeding
Ryan and Molly Broshar
Susan and Tom Brust
Eberhard and Erne Bulach
Paul and Sharon Burke
Pamela Burkley and John Peterson
Andy and Heather Capistrant
David and Kristin Carr
Jon and Ann Cieslak
Pete and Kimberly Cleary
Larry and Kathryn Craighead
Lesley Crosby
Linda Crosby
John and Nancy Culligan
Katie Dailey
Louise Dammann
Becky and Joel Dammann
Helen and Greg Dehn
John and Karyn Diehl
Paul and Rebecca Diekmann
Jason Dietsch and Suzanne Feiertag
Tracie and Jay Dodig
Tom Dzik and Hannah McGraw Dzik
Andrew Eckhardt
Edgerton Family Charitable Giving Fund
Mary-Megan and Adam Ehrmantraut
Janet Zander and Mark Ellenberger
Thomas and Florence Farnham
Don Feeney and Diane Carter
Chuck and Mary Field
Kraig and Brandee Finwall
Joel and Jennifer Fischer
Bernard and Damaris Friel
Friends School of Minnesota
Richard and Barb Gabriel
Garlough Elementary School
Donald Garretson
Amy and Steve Geiger
Mark and Jennifer Gobel
Casey and Jihan Golden
Lisa Graham-Peterson
Blake and Lori Grams
Merry and Andrew Grande
Vance and Darlene Grannis
Sharon and Lee Grose
Ann and Brett Gugino
Tom Hall and Julie Kunkel
Buzz and Sara Hannahan
Kevin and Chris Harrington
George and Christina Hart
Maia and Brett Hendel
Korin and Jens Henrickson
Milton Hildebrandt
Nila Hines
Rachel Hughes

Leslie Hughes
Christopher and Valorie Jackson
Mary Ann and Gunnar Johnson
Sariina Kalli
Jim and Gloria Kamish
Diane Kammerer
Michael Kampmeyer
Helen Kegley
Taquee and Kate Khaled
Robert and Sandy Klas
Steve and LeAnn Kline
Diane and Al Klinefelter
Les and Jill Korsh
Julie Kress
Mary Kruchowski and Robert Hagert
Karen and Arnold Kustritz
Gregory Kvam and Pat Johnson
Mike and Lin Lacy
Elizabeth and Daniel Lee
Steve and Lynn Lewis
Richard and Margaret Lidstad
Robert Lockwood
Jane Lonergan
Susan Maas and Christopher Moeller
Kandy MacConnell
Donald and Shirley Mager
Michael and Julie Mahoney
Pete and Barbara Malamen
Peter and Melissa Malen
Jim and Nancy Malkowski
Bonnie Matter
Jamie McBride
Kathy and John McCall
Jennifer and Steven McCormack
Theresa McCormick and Tim Sawnson
Kristina and Steve McDermott
Mary and Mitch McGrath
Debra and David Mennis
John and Karen Meslow
Smarajit and Sumita Mitra
Elizabeth and Brian Moran
Elizabeth and James Murphy
Michelle Murphy
John and Lisa Murphy
Fred and Mary Neher
Mary and Noel Nelson
Todd and Martha Nicholson
Mary Kay and Kenneth Noack
Paul and Pam Norman
Peggy and Tom Novak
Becky Novotny
Dana Brandenburg and Steve Nyhus
Helen and John O’Brien
Jacob Olson and Brittany Kubricky
Luke Olson and Pam Norman
Kristen Olsrud
Bruce and Leona Opp
Mike and Kathleen Orme
Christopher and Danielle Parish
Terry and Mary Patton
John Pearson and Ann Girard
Mark Pearson and Jill Pennie

Daniel Pennie
William and LaVonne Peters
Nancy and Marlin Pierson
Leslie Pilgrim and Ned Rukavina
Kate K. Piper Charitable Fund
John Pitman
Steve Plachinski
Pohlad Family Foundation
Terry Pothen
Susan and William Powell
Shirley Rabuse
Ms. Bonnie H. Reim
Stanford and Jo Ellen Robins
Mike and Vicki Robole
Sally and Alan Ruvelson
Saint Paul Garden Club Inc.
Heather and Jason Sanders
Dave and Christine Sanders
Michael Schokmiller
Hope and Charley Schwartz
Kim and Bob Scott
Mary and Stephen Seidlitz
Patricia Seleen and Jeff Johnson
Alanna Seppelt and Luis Valadez
Jennifer Sheffield
Blake Shepard and Ann Godfrey
Linda Silrum
Georgiana Doerr Simmons
Rhonda Simonson and Rob Meyer
Ginge and Michael Slade
Polly Smith
Steven and Sue Snelling
Margaret Soma and Angela Andrist
Tappen and Susan Soper
Catherine and Albert Spottke
Terry and Kristen Stamman
Stremski State Farm Insurance
Helen and Burt Swanson
Paul Swanson
Shehla and Greg Tauscher
Jeffrey Teeple
Sam and Natalie Thillen
Arlan and Virginia Tietel
Frederick Titcomb
Walter and Janine Tysk
Ronald and Kris Ulbrich
Tim and Laura Vitelli
Jim and Linda Wagner
Anne and Kirk Walztoni
Warm Hands Green Heart
Ted and Nancy Weyerhaeuser
Katherine Weyerhaeuser
Stephen and Margie Wilkinson
Leonard Wilson
Brian and Jessica Winter
Karen Winter
Mitchell Wittenberg and Jaine Strauss
Jerry and Becky Woelfel
Michelle and Tom Woessner
Thomas Wolff
Michael and Molly Wolterstorff
David and Karen Wolterstorff

Donor & Sponsor Contributions (Cont)
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TITLE SPONSOR 
Patterson Companies

LEADERSHIP SPONSOR 
SuperAmerica

STEWARDSHIP SPONSOR
Mairs and Power, Inc.

CORPORATE SPONSOR
Bearence Management Group

Briggs and Morgan

Ecolab, Inc.

Envision Catering and Hospitality

Lindquist & Vennum

U.S. Trust Company

Walter & Leona Schmitt Family Foundation

Winter & Associates

COMMUNITY SPONSOR 
Anchor Bank

Connelly Family Wealth--UBS Financial Services

MedExpress Urgent Care

Sibley Hockey Booster Club

Tapemark

Xcel Energy

SUPPORTER
Bill Rascher Mechanical Inc.
Cherokee Service
The Crown Construction Company Inc

Donor & Sponsor 
Contributions (Cont)

Egret Society
Thank you to our Egret Society 
members who have made an 
extraordinary commitment to Dodge 
Nature Center in their will, retirement  
plan or life insurance.

   
Anonymous (1 donor)
Karen Anderson
Paul and Jennifer Berg
Olivia I. Dodge*
Mrs. Litton E. S. Field
Vance and Darlene Grannis
Anonymous
John M. and Bonnie K. Holub
Iantha LeVander*
Joan Lindusky
Thomas G. Mairs*
Virginia J. McCain
Robert and Clarys* Peterson
Ann Schwichtenberg
Patricia Seleen
McNeil and Mary Seymour
Mike Tietel and Nicole Winter Tietel
Ben and Julie Van Gundy
Jean Wirsig

*Deceased
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IN MEMORY OF ROSEANN ABBOTT
Terri and Mike Abbott
Dennis and Jerrice Barrett
Gerald and Norma Cashill
Jacqueline Colden
Linda Crosby
Vance and Deb Eire
Margaret Fortney and Janet Perkins
Hanco Corporation
Russell and Janice Johnson
Dennis Kiel and Barbara Most
Ms. Shirley R. Liesch
Michele Marshall
Carol Marshall
Becky Novotny
Nancy Olsen
Grace and Richard Schmitt
Tim and Lisa Simplot
Anthony and Gayle Stelter
Kelli Storck
Paul and Lynn Swanberg
Cleone W. Swanberg
Paul and Barb Tani
P. L. Tiller
Tracy and Sean VanNatta

IN MEMORY OF MATTHEW F. ANDERSON
Alex Szczepaniak

IN MEMORY OF DOROTHY CARLILE
Karen Kustritz

IN MEMORY OF JIM CARLSON
Daniel and Sherri McPhillips

IN MEMORY OF BARBARA DAY
Paul and Kathleen Baughman
Brenda and Christen Erikstrup
Karen and Charles Schlies
Walter and Janine Tysk

IN MEMORY OF CATHY DECOURCY
Saint Paul Garden Club Inc.

IN HONOR OF PAUL AND RITA ECKERT’S 
50TH ANNIVERSARY
Mark and Deborah Brown
Francis and Mary Ann Petron

IN MEMORY OF IRVING FANG
Mike Tietel and Nicole Winter Tietel
Arlan and Virginia Tietel
Karen Winter

IN MEMORY OF DAVID HAMMAN
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Auer

IN MEMORY OF DOROTHY HUNTER
Kathy and Bill Doyle

IN MEMORY OF LOU KRUCHOWSKI
Mary Kruchowski and Robert Hagert

IN MEMORY OF ART LIEPOLT
Deb Burgy and Dennis Hendrickson

IN MEMORG OF JAMES L. MAIRS
Alice Mairs

IN MEMORY OF THOMAS G. MAIRS
Julie C. Haase and Anna Smuskewicz
Jenna and George Hutchinson
Michelle Murphy
Mary Ann and Gary Schokmiller
Ann Schwichtenberg and Bill Wassweiler

IN HONOR OF ROSEMARY MCCARTY’S 
BIRTHDAY
Eric McCarty
James and Rosemary McCarty

IN MEMORY OF KATHLEEN NORTHRUP 
AND ELAINE DAVIDSON
Daniel and Sherri McPhillips

IN MEMORY OF BILLY PAPE
Always a Friend. Love, The MacConnells

IN HONOR OF NOAH SANDERS, 2016 
NFL COMMUNITY CAPTAIN
Minnesota Vikings

IN MEMORY OF LEO SPERL
Corinne and Michael Ryan

IN MEMORY OF GORDON STUTZMAN
Terry and Mary Patton

IN MEMORY OF TESSA
Arlan and Virginia Tietel
Mike Tietel and Nicole Winter Tietel

Memorials & Honorariums
Dodge Nature Center is proud to be among the organizations honoring the following individuals.

IN HONOR OF ROSEMARY MCCARTY’S 
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PHILOSOPHY OF THE THOMAS IRVINE DODGE NATURE CENTER

We believe in teaching and engendering in our young a love and reverence 
for nature and all things pertaining to it.

We believe in the importance of training them in Ecology and Conservation.

We believe we must give them the realization that in nature we are all part of 
one another and whatever happens to one species will inevitably effect the 

whole chain of nature, which includes man.

And, finally, we believe we must instill in them the knowledge so necessary for 
them to be good stewards of the land and protectors of our natural resources. 

Toward these goals we dedicate our energies and our effort.s

- Olivia Irvine Dodge, April 1970 


