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MISSION 
Providing exceptional experiences in 
nature through environmental education. 

VISION 
Inspiring commitment to the thoughtful  
care of the environment. 

VALUES 
Environmental Stewardship
Experiential Education 
Teacher Education 
Community Inclusiveness 
Collaboration



Dodge Nature Center  – 3 –  Annual Report 2018

Founder 
Olivia I. Dodge 1918–2009 

Board President 
Ann Schwichtenberg 

Board Members 
Dave Adams 
Kari Anderson 
Kim Austrian 
Sara Beckstrand 
Amy Bloomquist 
Thomas I. Dodge
Adam Ehrmantraut 
Litton E.S. Field Jr. 
Peter Fleming 

Peter Garretson 
Jason Howard 
Alan R. Johnston 
Jennifer Kellogg 
Allan Klein
Peggy Novak 
Bill Owens 
Erin Olson
Sue Powell 

Michael Slade
Linda Silrum
Shehla Tauscher 
Trey Titcomb
Brian Van Abel
Rachel Wand 
Ann Winsor
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Si Ford
Vicki Ford
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Hanging Banners
Dodge Nature Center continues to grow and lead thanks to the support of so many. 
Our fiscal year will go down as one to be remembered.  

Minnesota philanthropy is special, and we are thankful that you choose to support 
Dodge Nature Center. We have participated in a fundraising campaign called Brackets 
for Good, which is similar to the NCAA March Madness Basketball Tournament, for the 
past three years. Our finishes have included one Sweet 16 and one Final 4. Finally, in 
2018, we were crowned champions. We spent the month of March competing against 
other nonprofits in Minnesota, going head to head with organizations smaller and 
larger than Dodge. The goal? For Dodge Nature Center to raise more money (and 
awareness) than the other competitors. Each week Dodge faced off with another 
organization, and the one that raised more money moved on to the next round. 
Because so many of you helped propel us to victory, environmental education 
became the true champion of this tournament. Not only did Dodge Nature Center 
win the Minnesota Brackets for Good, earning an additional $10,000 grant; 
Dodge raised the most money of the tournament which included 12 other states 
and hundreds of non-profits. As a team we set a goal to hang a championship 
banner, and I am proud to say Team Dodge put together an amazing run and 
completed our goal of “Hanging Banners.” Thank you for being on Team 
Dodge. The next time you’re at Dodge Nature Center I invite you to stop in to 
see the banner.

Not only did we successfully win championships, we also took time to 
think strategically about the next 5 years of Dodge Nature Center. With 
this came our refreshed Strategic Plan. This plan is streamlined into three 
strategic priorities for the organization (See next page) which have been 
identified by board and staff. Each priority has a single overarching 
goal to evaluate our progress over the next five years. We hope you 
will continue to help us meet these priorities and engage to help us 
fulfil the goals associated with them. As part of Team Dodge, we need 

you to help us continue “Providing exceptional experiences in nature 
through environmental education.” 

Jason Sanders
Executive Director



Strategic Growth
Grow our organization sustainably by 
optimizing opportunities and advancing 
existing programs and experiences.

GOAL: Increase Operating Budget

• Engage a broader base of 
stakeholders and partners in  
delivering programs 

• Expand and diversify  
revenue generation 

• Focus board on development
• Streamline building and  

facility inventory
• Value experiences over numbers

Environmental Stewardship
Inspire and cultivate stewardship in others 
by walking the talk and incorporating into 
experiences and education.

GOAL: Expand Sustainable Practices

• Enhance energy efficiency of  
existing buildings and facilities

• Innovate in sustainability in  
new construction

• Reduce waste generation (landfill)  
with a focus on composting

• Explore new ideas and practices  
in sustainability

• Embed sustainability into programs

Respected Leadership
Increase awareness as an influential 
leader in the field of environmental 
education in the Cottage Grove area.

GOAL: Reach More People

• Cultivate and expand networks  
(i.e. school district, retiree groups)

• Evaluate and improve  
volunteer experiences

• Tailor programing and experiences  
to community

• Publish quality content and ideas  
to target audiences to build trust  
and credibility

Strategic Priorities
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS 

OWLS  380
Women in the Woods 408
Other Public Programs  1,436
Public Programs Totals 2,224
 
CAMPS 

Fall Camp 45
Spring Camp 99
Summer Camp 582
Camps Total 726
 
CLASSES 
Outreach 4,620
Naturalist at Heritage 5,220
Naturalist at Garlough 15,120
On-site classes 24,774
Classes Total 49,734

COMMUNITY EVENTS  

Halloween 876
Frosty Fun Festival 210
Pancake Breakfast 498
Rock the Barn 1,100
Community Events Total 2,684
 
DODGE NATURE PRESCHOOL 
School Year Enrollment 195
Summer Camp (+30 half summer) 164
Preschool Total 389

Environmental Education
Grand Number Served – 55,757
September 1, 2017 – August 31, 2018

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS
Number of Volunteers 1,522
Number of Volunteer Hours 12,094
Social Return $298,600.86

Estimated National Value of Each Volunteer 
Hour: $24.69 per hour 
Source: Independent Sector 2017; Minnesota 
Association of Volunteer Administration
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PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE 

PUBLIC SUPPORT     
  Contributions  254,760   597,907  –  852,667 
  Fundraiser Revenue (Net)  167,837     167,837 
 TOTAL PUBLIC SUPPORT  422,597   597,907  –     1,020,504 
     
REVENUE     
  Visitor Fees and Tuition  415,588  – –  415,588 
  Preschool Tuition  763,366  – –  763,366 
  Rental Revenue  79,782 – –  79,782 
  Interest and Dividends Income  371,853   567,420   5,758   945,031 
  Miscellaneous  40,189  – –  40,189 
 TOTAL REVENUE  1,670,778   567,420   5,758   2,243,956 
     
NET ASSETS RELEASED FROM RESTRICTIONS     
  Endowment Release from Restrictions  261,569   (216,569)  (45,000)  –   
  Satisfaction of Program Restrictions  369,381   (369,381)   –   
 TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE  2,724,325   579,377   (39,242)  3,264,460 
     

EXPENSES     
PROGRAM SERVICES     
  Nature and Environmental Education  2,114,744 – –  2,114,744 
 TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES  2,114,744 – –  2,114,744 

 SUPPORTING SERVICE     
  Management and General  307,917 – –  307,917 
  Fund Raising  139,078 – –  139,078 
 TOTAL SUPPORTING SERVICE  446,995  – –  446,995 
 TOTAL EXPENSE  2,561,739  – –  2,561,739 
     
 INCREASE IN NET ASSETS  162,586   579,377   (39,242)  702,721 
     
 CHANGE IN NET ASSETS     
  Net Assets, Beginning of Year  8,216,696   2,137,121   9,916,229   20,270,046 
  Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets  162,586   579,377   (39,242)  702,721 
 NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR  8,379,282   2,716,498   9,876,987   20,972,767 

Financials 
September 1, 2017 – August 31, 2018 

 Unrestricted Temporarily Resticted Total  
  Restricted Restricted
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ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS  

 Cash and Equivalents  114,837 
 Accounts Receivables  15,276 
 Other Assets  32,666 
 Operating Investments  754,645 
 TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  917,424 

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT  

 TOTAL PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT  8,391,129 

OTHER ASSETS  

  Investments  11,947,399 
TOTAL ASSETS  21,255,952 

LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES  

 Accounts Payable  16,994 
 Accrued Liabilities  120,063 
 Deferred Revenues  146,128 
 TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITES  283,185 

NET ASSETS  

 Undesignated  4,193,566 
 Board Designated for Endowments  4,185,718 
    TOTAL UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS  8,379,284 

 Temporarily Restricted  2,716,498 
 Permanently Restrictd  9,876,987 
    TOTAL NET ASSETS  20,972,769 
TOTAL LIABILITES AND NET ASSETS  21,255,954 

PUBLIC SUPPORT BY SOURCE EARNED REVENUE BY SOURCE

43%
INDIVIDUALS

40%
FUNDRAISER
REVENUE

17%
CORPORATION 
& FOUNDATIONS

18%
PROGRAM
FEES

18%
OTHER 33%

PRESCHOOL
TUITION

11%
RELEASE FOR
ENDOWMENT

16%
INTEREST &
DIVIDENDS

4%
RENTAL
INCOME

Statement of Financial Position
August 31, 2018
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TRAILBLAZER
$25,000+
3M Foundation
Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen Foundation
Patrick and Aimee Butler Family Foundation
Thomas and Kimberly Dodge
Judy and Alan Johnston
Drs. Ann and James Winsor

LEADER
$10,000–$24,999
Brackets For Good
Ecolab Foundation
Mary Lou and Thomas Good
Slaggie Family Foundation
Donald Weesner Charitable Trust
Xcel Energy Foundation
Anonymous Donor

PARTNER
$5,000–$9,999
The Boss Foundation
The Driscoll Foundation
Alice Mairs
James and Rosemary McCarty
Don and Jan Voight

STEWARD
$2,500–$4,999
Stephanie and David Adams
Kari and Scott Anderson
Alice and Charles Berquist
Alexandra O. Bjorklund
Chadwick-Loher Foundation
Creative Integration & Design
Chadwick and Margaret Dayton
The Dellwood Foundation
Peter and Barbara Fleming
Libby and Ed Hlavka
Jason and Lyndsay Howard
Jean and Bruce Johnson
Donald and Shirley Mager
Susan and Edwin McCarthy
OSilas Foundation
Tom and Anne Marie Peltier
Bill Wassweiler and Ann Schwichtenberg

BENEFACTOR
$1,000–$2,499
The Alces Trust
Archie D. and Bertha H. Walker Foundation
Maura Bartel
Sara and Clint Beckstrand
Amy and Jeff Bloomquist

Aaron and Carol Bouw
Michael and Jane Brodie
Pamela Burkley and John Peterson
Evans “Chip” Connelly, Jr.
Angie Craig
Dave and Diana Dawkins
Jason Dietsch and Suzanne Feiertag
Melissa and J.P. Doffing
Elizabeth Driscoll
Dr. Jennifer Eisenhuth
Suzanne Feiertag and Jason D. Dietsch
Litton and Anne Field
Peter and Christine Garretson
Ronald Goldser and Helen Leslie
Harriette T. Irvine
J. Crew
Christopher and Valorie Jackson
James Johnson and Lucy Jones
Dr. and Mrs. William Johnston
Bill and Jennifer Kellogg
Allan W. Klein and Harriet Lansing
Elizabeth and Daniel Lee
Robert and Helen Mairs
Peter and Melissa Malen
Jim and Nancy Malkowski
Virginia and John McCain
Kathy and John McCall
Paco and Alma Medina
Michele and Tom Mingo
Ford and Catherine Nicholson
Susan O’Neill
John and Marla Ordway
John Peterson and Pamela Burkley
Rotary Club of West St. Paul/Mendota Heights
Paul and Annamarie Saarinen
Kay Schwichtenberg
McNeil and Mary Seymour
Myles Shaver and Susan Kimmel
Stanley and Lucy Shepard
Stewart and Caroline Stone
Jon and Lea Theobald
Kathryn and Brian Van Abel

PATRON
$500–$999
The Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Stephen and Lynda Bany
William and Paula Bathke
Allison and Joel Bodkin
Deb Burgy and Dennis Hendrickson
David and Kristin Carr
Jon and Ann Cieslak
Ingrid Conant
Jay and Page Cowles

Georgiana Doerr Simmons
Rob Dyvbig
James and Teddy Gesell
Great River Energy
Mark and Jennifer Gobel
Vince and Michelle Harris
Melissa and Clifton Hull
John and Ruth Huss
Mr. Horace H. Irvine II
Andrew Keckhardt
David and Cara Lardy
Elizabeth Mairs
Jennifer and Steven McCormack
Allen and Judy Miller
Smarajit and Sumita Mitra
Carrie Nelson and Michael Gerlach
Todd and Martha Nicholson
Robert Olafson
Rick and Kathy Orr
Bill and Sheila Owens
Christopher and Danielle Parish
Terry and Mary Patton
Ouellette Foundation, INC
Renewal by Andersen
Hart Rosenblatt
Kerry and Kristen Skelton
Allen and Kate Steinkopf
Gregory Sullivan and Ann Frazer
Paul Swanson
Shehla and Greg Tauscher
Thomson Reuters
Mike Tietel and Nicole Winter Tietel
Megan and Trey Titcomb
Mary Weinberger
Bernard and Jane Worth

SUPPORTER
$100–$499
Sally Ehlers and Ann Adams
Jason Akey
Rachael and Christopher Amarante
Amazon Smile
Erik Amundson and Callie Chenault
Karen Anderson
Kim Austrian and Howard Simon
Maria Awes
Ann Bangerter
Dennis and Jerrice Barrett
Dr. and Mrs. Milton Bauer
Brad Baune/Baune Financial
Aimee and Tom Baxter
Alyn Bedford
Jeannine and Dominic Berntson
Ben and Dana Birk

Donor & Sponsors Contributions
Thank you for your generocity. You provided more than 60,000 nature based experiences in 2017.

Continued on next page



Dodge Nature Center  – 10 –  Annual Report 2018

Robert and Janice Black
Robert and Linda Borovansky
John Pitman and Lee Brown Pitman
Paul and Shannon Burke
Gregg Cascaes
Callie and Erik Chenault
Pegg and Denny Chirhart
Melinda Christenson
Pete and Kimberly Cleary
Larry and Kay Craighead
The Crown Construction Company Inc
Brett and Janice Culver
Katie Dailey
Louise Dammann
Christian and Stephanie Derauf
Donald and Alma Derauf
Katie and William Dohman
Alexis and Christian DuBois
Cathy Jordan and Fred Dulles
Anna Dutke
Michael and Virginia Dwyer
Tom Dzik and Hannah McGraw Dzik
Mary-Megan and Adam Ehrmantraut
Betty and Ron Ellis
Marcia and Berkan Endres
Daniel and Elizabeth Ernst
Thomas and Florence Farnham
Don Feeney and Diane Carter
Chuck and Mary Field
Stephen and Fay Finn
Bernard and Damaris Friel
Gretchen Funk
Richard and Barb Gabriel
Jessica and Mike Ganley
Robert and Janice Gestner
Mary and Peter Gilbertson
Mark Giorgini
Darren Glover
Casey and Jihan Golden
Richard Graham and Patricia Powers
Lisa Graham-Peterson
Abbey and Patrick Griffin
Sharon and Lee Grose
Tom Hall and Julie Kunkel
Suzanne Hamann
Kevin and Chris Harrington
George and Christina Hart
Maia and Brett Hendel
Tom and Susan Hobert
Douglas and Victoria Holmen
Michele Horan
Leslie Hughes
James Hughes
Rachel Hughes
Andrew and Posh Jesmer
Agnes Jensen

Michelle and Mark Jensen
Jenny and Matt Johnson
Drew Johnson
Walter and Jean Johnson
Mary Ann Gunnar
Valerie and Justin Jongbloedt
Cathy and Fred Jordan
Sariina Kalli
Michael Kampmeyer
John W. Kirchner
Bill and Jean Kolstad
Julie Kress
Mary Kruchowski and Robert Hagert
Mike and Lin Lacy
Linda and Douglas Leicht
Stephanie and James Levine
Richard and Margaret Lidstad
Joan Lindusky
Jane Lonergan
Susan Maas and Christopher Moeller
Michael and Julie Mahoney
Pete and Barbara Malamen
Charlyn and Mat McDanold
Hannah McGraw Dzik
Ashley and Sam Menzel
John and Karen Meslow
Kathryn Messerich
David and Leslie Metzen
Donna and Tim Milner
Sean and Mary Anne Muniz
Kathy and Lee Nelson
Mary and Noel Nelson
Ron and Mary Nelson
Mike and Kristen Nicklawske
Jamie and Jim Nikolai
Diane Nixa and Kurt Hochfeld
Mary Kay and Kenneth Noack
Peggy and Tom Novak
Karin Nyhus and Daniel Halsey
Helen and John O’Brien
Erin and Luke Olson
Amy and Peter Olson-Skog
Kristen Olsrud
Mark Pearson and Jill Pennie
Bluestem Holding, LLC
Nancy and Marlin Pierson
Leslie Pilgrim and Ned Rukavina
Minty Piper
Terry Pothen
Susan and William Powell
Margaret Quoss
Raymond and Megan Ramirez
Tom and Laura Rasmussen
Susan Richter and Walter Waranka
Jim and Carla Robins
Amy and Jay Robson

Rosemary Root
Sally and Alan Ruvelson
Ricky and Shari Sanders
Heather and Jason Sanders
Dave and Christine Sanders
Michael Schokmiller
Mary and Stephen Seidlitz
Sanjeev and Rachael Shah
Gerald and Mary Shaughnessy
Blake Shepard and Ann Godfrey
Linda Silrum
Howard Simon and  Kim L. Austrian
Gregory and Martha Smetana
Margaret Soma and Angela Andrist
Tom and Karen Stremski
Stremski State Farm Insurance
Cynthia Swan and Robert Gage
Kathryn and Alex Szczepaniak
Amanda Taylor
Sam and Natalie Thillen
Arlan and Virginia Tietel
Darren and Diana Vigil
Ansis and Ann Viksnins
Tim and Laura Vitelli
Carolyn Walkin
Renata Warec
William and Annette Wassweiler
Ted and Nancy Weyerhaeuser
David and Maria Wight
Karen Winter
Mitchell Wittenberg and Jaine Strauss
David and Karen Wolterstorff
Michael and Molly Wolterstorff

Donor & Sponsors Continued
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STEWARDSHIP SPONSORS 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota
Mairs and Power, Inc

CORPORATE SPONSORS 
Briggs and Morgan
Ecolab, Inc.
Patterson Companies
UBS Financial Services – Field Jackson Hourigan

Wealth Management Group
U.S. Trust 
Winter & Associates 
Xcel Energy 
Zimmerman Reed 

TABLE SPONSORS 
Andeavor
Bearance Management Group
William and Virginia Buell
Connelly Family Wealth – UBS Financial Services Inc. 
Angie Craig
Chad and Maggie Dayton
DLR Group
Adam and Mary-Megan Ehrmantraut
Ron Goldser and Helen Leslie 
Healthy Exposure
Alan and Judy Johnston 
Jennifer and Bill Kellogg
Kiwanis Club of West Saint Paul
Allan Klein and Harriet Lansing

Morsekode
Richard and Nancy Nicholson
Mike and Sara Obermueller
Old National Bank
SDK CPAs 
Schmitt Family Foundation 
Ann Schwichtenberg and Bill Wassweiler
Sibley Hockey Booster Club
Cynthia Swan
Roger Wilsey
Ann and Jim Winsor

SUPPORTERS 
Cherokee Service 
Tapemark 

IN HONOR OF ANN SCHWICHTENBERG'S BIRTHDAY  
William and Annette Wassweiler

IN HONOR OF DR. STEVE AND ANDREA MCCUE’S 
50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
Dennis and Jerrice Barrett
Steven and Andrea McCue

IN MEMORY OF CHUCK STICKLER 
Rita Adam
Mary Catlin
Deborah and Patrick Dean
Beth Henn
JoAnne M. Kisch
Donna M. Melnick
Mary Jane Melnick
Diane and Timothy Rechtzigel
Catharine and David Stead
Beverly and John Stickler
Pamela Stickler
Paul R. Stickler
T.I.E. Real Estate, Inc.
Mary Jill and Robert Wolf

IN MEMORY OF ROGER R. CONANT 
Ingrid Conant

IN MEMORY OF PEGGY SCHNEIDER 
Anonymous

Donor & Sponsors Continued
Thank you to our A Night for Nature sponsors.

Memorials and Honorariams
Dodge Nature Center is grateful to be among the organizations honoring the following individuals.
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365 Marie Avenue West
West St. Paul, MN 55118

651-455-4531

DodgeNatureCenter.org


